JPA Bridge Project Report for April 12th 2006 F. S. N. A. Meeting

► Ashley Cooper has indicated that the construction should begin in 2008. No official date has been set and the project is expected to take about 18-24 months.

► In late January Jim Tolbert received a letter from Greg Krystyniak (JPA Bridge Project Manager and VDOT Engineer). The letter responded to four items: 

1. width of travel lanes throughout project

2. width of bridge 

3. possible right in only access on Todd Ave. 

4. reorganization of parking on Todd Ave. based on right in access

I could not find this letter on the F.S.N.A. website. The basic response was that lanes could not be altered, that the grass median south of the bridge must remain at its existing width because of utility poles, that a traffic study confirmed the need to keep the bridge at it’s proposed width (the bridge must transition from two to four lanes before the Fontaine intersection) and that keeping Todd Ave. open with right in only access is not possible.

► In mid February I posed additional questions to Greg Krystyniak and received a response (both letters are on the FSNA website) which clarified the following points:

1. the Todd Ave. turn-around was located to avoid Railroad right of way.

2. The paved rectangle at the closed end of Todd Ave. is not parking but maneuver space for 2202 JPA parking.

3. The trapezoid-shaped piece that includes the turn-around will become City owned and maintained.

4. It is not possible to close off Todd Ave. earlier and to eliminate the need for a switchback ADA ramp.

5. No drawings were done regarding feasibility of right turn in only access on Todd Ave. Guardrail installation experts in the Traffic Division deemed this not practical.

6. Utility design can not be altered without causing delay to the project.  The City determined that it does not want to incur the additional cost of undergrounding utilities. 

7. Pedestrian crossing placement remains to be considered by City and VDOT.

► I have directed questions about the process of executing the JPA Bridge plan and of finalizing design to Ashley Cooper, Jim Tolbert, Angela Tucker and Greg Krystyniak. Ashley deferred to Angela Tucker who never responded. 

Jim Tolbert said that the City needed to get through the budget process first and that, assuming there’s an agreement on what VDOT will pay and what Charlottesville will pay, a designer will be hired in May and neighbors will be involved. 

Greg Krystyniak replied that VDOT is currently the Right of Way Phase of project development. Final designs still need to be completed and will not be done in the immediate future. He suggested that there would be time in the Spring to work with the City staff on a proposal of desired details for possible integration into the final design.

► I  e-mailed Jim Tolbert about Susan Foard’s idea of keeping the NO TRUCK enforced South of the new JPA Bridge. Jim Tolbert said that this could be done.

► Andrea Wieder informed me of an elusive Urban Design Committee charged by City Council to review the design of the JPA Bridge project and to report back to City Council. There is no evidence that there was ever a meeting of the U.D. C. with regard to the JPA Bridge. I have written a letter to Assistant City Manager Ms. Small-Toney who was designated to lead this committee. I have requested the following:


Who comprises the U. D. C.?


Are there or can there be representatives of the F.S.N.A. on this committee?


All documentation of U. D. C. meetings regarding JPA Bridge.

No written response has been received. A telephone inquiry yielded a terse response that she does not have anything to do with the project and that she doesn’t know why her name might have been associated with the project.  

I learned from Jim Tolbert that the committee is defunct and hasn’t met for at least two years. 

► Neighborhood Development Services has recruited help from LPDA (Land Planning and Design Associates) with regards to final design issues. Jim Tolbert told me that any design committee will include neighbors and will try to accommodate neighbors’ desires. Angela Tucker is responsible for this and Jim expects meetings to begin in May to address these issues.

Since Jim Tolbert has indicated that we neighbors will be part of the design committee, Michael Petrus, myself and a few others will meet to discuss consensus issues to bring to the meeting with the city and its landscape architect. 

